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City  of  Wetaskiwin 

(Revised  September,  1960) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  14-46-24-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  8 and  42  miles  south  of 
Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  2.  The  hard-surfaced  highway  connects 
with  Calgary  to  the  south,  and  Alaska  to  the  north.  Also  junction  on 
No.  13  Highway  east  through  Provost  to  Saskatchewan  and  junction 
to  No.  19  Highway  which  leads  west  past  Pigeon  Lake  to  Win- 
field. Wetaskiwin  is  on  the  main  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  Calgary 
and  branch  line  Edmonton  to  Winnipeg. 

2.  ALTITUDE  LATITUDE  LONGITUDE 

2,495  ft.  52/58  113/22 

3.  TEMPERATURES 

Mean  summer  temperature  May  to  September  incl.  55.2  deg.  F. 

Mean  winter  temperature  October  to  April  incl.  24.0  deg.  F. 

Mean  temperature  in  year  36.0  deg.  F. 

Note:  These  averages  cover  a period  of  33  years. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  rainfall,  12.11  inches. 

Average  snowfall,  46.2  inches. 

Average  total  precipitation,  16.73  inches. 

Note:  These  averages  cover  a period  of  33  years. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  surface  mantle  in  the  Wetaskiwin  district  is  one  of  glacial  material 
which  was  deposited  by  large  glaciers  which  flowed  over  the  plains 
from  the  northeast  and  north. 

Bedrock  of  the  area  is  a series  of  freshwater  sandstone  and  sandy 
shales  of  the  Edmonton  formation  which  is  of  Upper  Cretaceous  age. 
These  beds  are  coal  bearing,  they  being  a source  of  the  coal  mined  in 
Edmonton  and  Drumheller.  Too,  this  is  one  of  the  horizons  in  which 
fossilized  remains  of  the  dinosaur  are  found. 

6.  SOIL 

Wetaskiwin  lies  in  the  “Black”  soil  zone. 

Profile  — The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  surface 
horizon  that  averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The 
more  compact  horizon  is  brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the 
lime  layer  is  usually  found  at  30  to  40  inches  below  the 
surface. 
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Fertility  — Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province,  and 
have  in  their  surface  foot  about  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitro- 
gen and  organic  matter  as  there  is  in  the  average  brown  or 
gray  wooded  soil.  Every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  see 
that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate. 

Climate  — Annual  precipitation  averages  between  17  and  19  inches 
and  droughts  are  rare.  Evaporation  is  lower  and  hot  winds 
less  frequent  than  in  the  other  zones. 

Vegetation — Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands 
(mainly  deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  a parkland. 

Land  Use  — A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly 
good  quality  can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including 
the  use  of  fertilizer  when  needed,  is  desirable  from  the 
standpoint  of  both  profit  and  permanence. 


HISTORY 

The  City  of  Wetaskiwin  derived  its  name  from  the  Indian  name  “We- 
taskiwin  Spatinow”  which  means  “The  Place  Where  Peace  Was  Made.” 
This  came  about  in  the  1860’s  when  Broken  Arm,  Chief  of  the  Crees, 
made  peace  with  a small  party  of  Blackfoot  who  were  on  their  way  to 
Fort  Edmonton.  It  was  commemorated  because  of  the  Chief’s  grand 
gesture  in  forgiving  a Blackfoot  warrior  who  had  earlier  killed  his 
son.  In  recent  years  a more  fanciful  legend  has  been  created  about  a 
fight  between  two  young  chiefs  of  the  Cree  and  Blackfoot  nations.  The 
fight  supposedly  ended  when  both  warriors  were  tired  and  sat  down 
to  rest.  The  young  Blackfoot  Chief  pulled  out  his  pipe  to  smoke,  but 
when  the  young  Cree  Chief  went  to  get  his  pipe  he  found  it  was  broken 
in  three  pieces.  The  Blackfoot  offered  the  Cree  his  pipe,  which  he 
smoked,  and  after  the  first  few  puffs  they  both  realized  that  to  smoke 
another  person’s  pipe  was  the  same  as  smoking  the  Pipe  of  Peace. 
They  returned  to  their  camps  and  advised  the  old  chieftains  what  had 
happened  and  decided  it  must  be  a sign  from  the  Great  Manitou.  Later 
four  chiefs  of  the  Blackfoot  and  six  chiefs  of  the  Crees  met  on  the 
spot  where  the  struggle  of  the  two  young  chiefs  had  taken  place, 
squatted  in  a circle  and  once  more  the  Peace  Pipe  passed  from  mouth 
to  mouth,  but  this  time  with  solemn  deliberation. 

The  history  of  Wetaskiwin  dates  back  to  the  year  1867  and  the  name 
of  Wetaskiwin  (or  the  Indian  version,  the  “Hills  of  Peace”)  was 
adopted  by  Father  Lacombe  as  the  name  of  the  settlement.  During 
the  Riel  Rebellion  in  1885  a Fort  was  built  on  the  farm  of  Frank 
Lucas,  the  farm  being  known  as  Lucas  Grove.  The  post  was  called 
Fort  Ethier.  The  next  step  was  in  1891  with  the  coming  of  the  rail- 
road being  constructed  between  Calgary  and  Strathcona.  The  railroad 
was  completed  in  August  1891.  In  the  year  1900  Wetaskiwin  was  es- 
tablished as  a village. 

The  district  of  Wetaskiwin  soon  was  making  great  strides  in  progress 
and  development.  The  surrounding  country  possessed  a very  fertile 
soil  which  produced  abundant  crops.  There  was  a great  deal  of  pas- 


tureland  so  the  district  became  a centre  of  mixed  farming.  To  the 
west  there  were  lakes  in  which  were  an  abundance  of  fish.  The  most 
important  of  these  was  Pigeon  Lake.  Since  timber  was  heavy  to  the 
west,  sawmills  were  set  up  and  thousands  of  feet  of  lumber  were 
shipped  out  annually.  There  was  also  good  fur  trapping  in  this  dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Rosenroll  was  the  first  member  to  be  elected  as  the  Legis- 
lative Representative  to  the  Parliament  of  the  Northwest  Territory, 
and  he  was  also  the  first  member  to  represent  this  district  when  the 
Province  of  Albereta  was  formed  in  1905. 


Wetaskiwin’s  Recently  Renovated  Court  House 


In  1904  the  city  established  an  electric  light  plant  which  from  the 
start  showed  a good  revenue.  The  franchise  was  taken  over  by  Cal- 
gary Power  Limited  in  1929.  That  same  year  the  water  franchise  was 
also  taken  over  by  Calgary  Power  Limited,  Wetaskiwin  was  one  of 
the  first  cities  in  the  province  to  locate  and  use  natural  gas.  The 
franchise  was  taken  over  by  Northwestern  Utilities  Limited  in  the 
year  1946  when  the  gas  wells  owned  by  the  city  were  capped.  Coal 
is  found  in  abundance  in  the  district.  In  1906  Wetaskiwin  was  made 
a Judicial  District.  A Clerk  of  the  District  Court  and  a Sheriff  reside 
in  the  city.  The  city  is  keenly  aware  cf  the  importance  of  industrial 
development,  and  a committee  of  prominent  businessmen  has  been 
formed  to  give  assistance  to  established  industries  and  encourage  new 
industries  to  come  to  the  district. 

Good  sites  for  many  types  of  industries  are  available  in  the  city. 
Early  ministers  in  the  district  were  Father  Lacombe,  Rev.  A.  R.  Rob- 
inson and  Rev.  J.  G.  Hodge. 

Some  of  the  oldtimers  in  the  district  were  Frank  Lucas,  J.  West,  J.  C. 
McKay,  J.  Tomlin,  A.  S.  Rosenroll,  C.  E,  Compton,  A.  A.  Ellis,  Lee  Kel- 
ley, D.  MacEachern  and  C.  D.  Enman. 

In  the  year  1900  the  Merchants  Bank  of  Canada  opened  a branch  in 
Wetaskiwin  under  the  managership  of  V.  C.  James.  In  1902  the  Im- 
perial Bank  of  Canada  opened  their  branch  office. 

In  March,  1901,  a weekly  newspaper,  The  Times,  was  established  by 


V.  C.  French  who  was  Publisher  until  his  death  in  1941.  The  paper 
was  sold  to  W.  Draayer  in  1942.  Wetaskiwin  was  incorporated  as  a 
town  in  April,  1902,  and  the  first  mayor  was  A.  R.  Dickson  with  a 
town  council  of  six  members.  These  councillors  included  H.  A.  Finch, 
D.  MacKachern,  J.  C.  McKay,  John  West,  George  Wallace  and  S.  B. 
Talbot. 

On  account  of  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  district  surrounding 
Wetaskiwin,  a branch  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was  started 
in  1904.  This  has  developed  into  a trunk  line  with  Winnipeg  and  We- 
taskiwin as  terminals. 

Wetaskiwin  was  incorporated  as  a city  in  1906  and  for  many  years 
was  known  as  the  smallest  city  in  the  British  Empire.  The  first 
city  mayor  was  Mr.  S.  Swoboda. 


Modem  Homes  in  a Portion  of  the  City’s  Residential  Section 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Visitors  to  the  city  are  impressed  by  the  cleanliness,  paved  streets 
and  sidewalks,  the  homes  in  the  new  residential  areas  and  the  variety 
of  its  business  section.  There  is  a general  air  cf  prosperity  in  the  city. 
Wetaskiwin  is  an  educational  and  judicial  centre,  surrounded  by  a 
rich  mixed  farming  area. 

Lake  resorts  are  close  to  Wetaskiwin,  the  largest  being  Pigeon  Lake, 
28  miles  west  on  hardtop  highway.  The  weather  in  summer  is  warm 
but  after  the  hottest  days,  the  evenings  are  usually  cool. 
Educational  facilities  are  provided  for  Grade  1 to  12  by  public  and 
separate  schools. 

The  majority  of  homes  are  owner-occupied.  The  average  rent  for  a 
modern  house  with  all  utilities  is  $80  to  $100.00  per  month. 

Value  of  building  permits: 

1957  — $ 694,225 

1958—  548,550 

1959—  1,205,078 

1960—  1,365,400 
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Wetaskiwin’s  Civic  Building 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  city  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two  year  term  and  six 
councillors,  three  elected  each  year  for  a two  year  term.  The  secre- 
tary-treasurer and  staff  carry  out  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 

The  city  superintendent  and  assistant  are  responsible  for  the  main- 
tenance of  public  works,  assessing  and  supervision  of  utilities. 

The  recreation  director  and  his  assistant  are  responsible  for  the  leader- 
ship in  indoor  and  outdoor  activities  for  the  people  of  the  city. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

There  are  zoning  by-laws  and  a building  code  enforced  by  a building 
inspector. 

The  electrical  code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection 
Act. 

The  Alberta  Public  Health  Regulations  govern  the  sanitary  by-laws. 
The  city  is  policed  by  the  RCMP  — a corporal  and  four  constables. 

Parking  — full  time  employment  for  a commissionaire  working  under 
the  direction  of  officer  in  charge  of  city  detail. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a volunteer  fire  chief  and  sixteen  volun- 
teer firemen.  The  fire  brigade  has  been  awarded  recognition 
from  the  Alberta  Fire  Commissioner,  resulting  in  a favorable  rate  for 
fire  insurance  for  buildings. 

Equipment  — one  420  GPM  pumper;  one  350  GPM  pumper;  7,000 
feet  2i/2  inch  hose;  1,000  feet  l1/^  inch  hose;  4 chemical  extinguishers; 
1 roof  ladder;  1 extension  ladder;  coats,  boots,  helmets,  axes,  etc. 
Water  Source  — Water  is  obtained  from  15  wells  and  is  pumped  into 
an  150,000  gallon  elevated  tower  and  a 200,000  gallon  reservoir. 

There  are  72  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  city. 
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TAX  STRUCTURE 


1960  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100%  of  value 

Improvements,  level  75%  of  1957  values 

$2,066,470 

Taxed  on  60%  of  this  amount 

5,449,300 

Business 

222,660 

Power 

222,550 

Total 

$7,960,930 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  Public  and  Separate 

Hospital  Deb.  Total 

Schools 

9.5  29 

3.5  5 47  mills 

AREAS 

Area  of  city  — 1,520  acres 

Streets  and  lanes  — 211.10  acres 

Parks  and  playgrounds  — 35.20  acres 

Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes: 

Asphalt  Gravel 

Unpaved 

Unopened 

Total 

Provincial  Main  2.50 

Streets  and  Roads  2.00  21.70 

1.94 

3.30 

2.50 

28.94 

Lanes  and  Alleys 

7.00 

3.40 

10.40 

41.84 

There  are  approximately  23  miles  of  cement  sidewalk. 


14.  SEWERS  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  Sewers  — 2.44  miles 
Sanitary  Sewers  — 17.25  miles 

Water  Mains  — 16.07  miles  distribution;  8.43  miles  supply 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Calgary 
Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rate 

Less  30c  discount 

Net  charge  — $2.00  per  month. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  — 1.5c  per  KWH. 

First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  — $2.30. 

Discount  as  shown  applies  on  any  bill  paid  within  10  days  of  date 
rendered. 

Connection  charge  — $1.00 

Reconnection  charge  — twice  the  net  minimum  charge. 

Commercial  Rate 
Service  Charge  — 

First  500  watts  of  connected  load  — 60c  per  month. 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  connected  load  — 20c  per  month. 
Energy  Charge  — 

First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  — 6c  per  KWH. 
Next  150  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  — 2c  per  KWH. 
Over  200  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  — l^c  per  KWH 
Minimum  Charge  — $1.25 
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Power  Rate 


Service  Charge  — 

$1.00  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  (one  motor  horsepower  or 
one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  to  be  considered  equal  to  one  KVA) . 
Energy  Charge  — 

First  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  — 3 l/3c  per  KWH 
All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  — 1 2/3c  KWH. 
Minimum  Charge  — 

$3.00  net  per  month  or  the  service  charge,  if  it  is  greater. 

Consumer’s  deposit  — 

$2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  and  not  less  than  $6.00  or,  at  the  com- 
pany’s option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  — $3.00 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  supplied  from  fifteen  wells  250  and  300  feet  deep.  Water  is 
supplied  to  the  city  under  a franchise  by  Calgary  Power  Limited.  The 
capacity  of  the  wells  is  275,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  The  average 
water  used  during  1959  was  166,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  The  water 
has  a natural  florine  content  of  near  optimum  amount. 

Number  of  service  connections  — 1,252. 

Type  of  service  — domestic,  commercial,  industrial. 

Rates  — Minimum  charge  for  200  cu.  ft.  — $3.25. 

Next  600  cu.  ft.  — 65c  per  100  cu.  ft. 

Next  1,200  cu.  ft.  — 60c  per  100  cu.  ft. 

Next  3,000  cu.  ft.  — 50c  per  100  cu.  ft. 

All  over  5,000  cu.  ft.  — 45c  per  100  cu.  ft. 

Minimum  rate  — $3.25. 

Deposits  — $6.50. 

Reconnection  fee  — $6.50. 

The  following  is  the  chemical  analysis  from  the  Provincial  Analyst  on 
January  28,  1960. 


Parts  per  Million 


Total  Solids 

Ignition  Loss 

Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  — Carbonate  of  Soda  and 


694 

80 

10 

trace 

20 

540 


a small  amount  of  Lime 


Nitrites 

Nitrates 

Iron 

Fluorine 

Remarks:  This  water  is  suitable  for  industrial  use. 


nil 

nil 

0.2 

2.2 
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17.  GAS 


Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  city  by  Northwestern  Utilities  Limited, 
under  a franchise. 


Rate  No.  1 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  20  therms  or  less  used  per  month  — $3.00. 

All  additional  therms  — 4.5c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
therm  other  than  the  first  20  therms,  shall  be  increased  by  0.3c  and 
the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 


Rate  No.  2 — Optional  Rate 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consump- 
tion is  more  than  11,900  therms. 

Fixed  charge  — $20.00  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  — 2.7c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $20.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  charge  per 
therm  shall  be  increased  by  0.2c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall 
apply. 


Rate  No.  3 — Optional  High  Load  Factor  Rate 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consump- 
tion is  more  than  100,000  therms  and  whose  total  consumption  during 
the  six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July,  August,  S^- 
tember  and  October,  is  not  less  than  40  percent  of  their  total  consump- 
tion during  the  year. 

Fixed  Charge  — $20.00  per  month  plus  22c  per  month  per  therm  of 
maximum  12  hour  demand. 

Commodity  charge  for  all  consumption  — 1.7c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — fixed  charge. 

The  maximum  12  hour  demand  shall  be  the  greatest  amount  of  gas 
in  therms  delivered  in  any  12  consecutive  hours  during  the  current 
billing  period  or  the  preceding  eleven  billing  periods  as  determined 
by  the  company  by  measurements.  The  maximum  12  hour  demand  of 
a new  customer  of  gas  shall  be  estimated  by  the  company.  Provided 
that  the  company  may  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Utility  Commissioners  take  into  consideration  in  determining  the  fixed 
charge  the  effect  of  the  customer’s  demand  for  gas  upon  the  com- 
pany’s peak  load. 

General  Condition:  (affecting  Rate  No.  2 and  No.  3) 

These  rates  are  available  only  on  annual  contract  which  shall  continue 
from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other 
party,  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a 
written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same  whereupon  at  the  expira- 
tion of  such  year,  it  shall  cease  and  determine. 
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18.  L.  P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - — 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  deg.  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  — $600. 

Bulk  — 14c  per  gallon. 

There  is  no  bulk  storage  tank  in  the  city. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u,  per  gallon  at  60  deg.  F. 
Summer  grade  — 17c  per  gallon 
Winter  grade  — 18c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 20,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Very  little  coal  is  used  by  city  residents.  Those  using  coal  secure  same 
from  Camrose  and  Bittern  Lake  strip  mines. 

$3.50  per  ton  f.o.b.  mine. 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Clay  for  bricks,  lumber,  straw,  fish,  cereal,  grass  seed,  dairy  products 
milk,  cream,  butter  etc.,  fur  farming,  poultry,  eggs,  outstanding 
cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  honey,  oil  and  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  — 

Post  Office 

Veterans  Land  Act  Farm  Credit  Corporation  (District  Office) 
Armory 

RCMP  Detachment:  1 Staff  Sergeant,  3 Corporals,  13  constables 
Dept,  of  Transport  (Monitoring  Centre) 

Provincial — 

Highway  Patrol,  Court  House  with  resident  Police  Magistrate,  Clerk 
of  the  District  Court  and  Sheriff,  Treasury  Branch,  Welfare  Officer, 
Telephone  Office,  Liquor  Vendor,  District  Agriculturist  and  Assist- 
ant, District  Superintendent  of  Schools,  District  Home  Economist,  We- 
toka  Health  Unit. 

Municipal  — 

City  Hall  housing  Fire  Hall,  Police,  City  Office,  Council  Chamber 
Rooms. 

Public  Building  housing  Health  Unit,  Public  Library  and  Public  Rest 
Rooms. 

City  School  Office  which  is  Wetaskiwin  School  District  No.  264. 
Sacred  Heart  Separate  School  District  No.  15. 

County  Office 
Farm  Purchase  Board 

Garbage  Collection,  twice  daily  in  business  section,  weekly  in  residen- 
tial area. 
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Wetaskiwin’s  Community  Hospital  with  Nurses  Residence  in  the  Background 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

A new  Municipal  Hospital  is  under  construction  and  will  be  opened 
in  1961.  The  old  hospital  which  is  used  today  has  60  beds  and  is  staffed 
by  a matron,  14  graduate  nurses  and  six  nurse’s  aides.  This  hospital 
will  be  used  in  the  future  for  chronic  cases.  A new  nurses’  residence 
has  been  completed. 

Rates  per  day,  Public  Wards  — Resident  $1.60;  Non-Resident  $11.50. 
Other  Health  Facilities: 

Four  Doctors,  two  Dentists,  four  Drug  Stores,  three  Chiropractors, 
three  Veterinarians,  one  Optometrist. 

Wetaskiwin  is  also  the  site  for  a new  Senior  Citizens  home  which 
is  now  open. 

The  Wetoka  Health  Unit  with  headquarters  in  Wetaskiwin  is  staffed 
by  a doctor,  six  nurses,  dentist,  sanitary  inspector  and  a steno-tech- 
nician. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 
(excluding  Health  Services) 


Barristers  and  Lawyers  4 

Beauty  Parlors  5 

Barber  Shops  6 

Watch  Repairs  3 

Chartered  Accountants  1 

Public  Accountants  3 
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25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - Edmonton  to  Calgary.  Passenger  — 3 
north  and  3 south  each  day. 

Freight  — 2 north  and  2 south.  One  wayfreight  each  way  every  sec- 
ond day. 

Edmonton  to  Winnipeg.  No  passenger.  One  freight  each  way  daily. 
Wayfreight  each  way  every  second  day. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines  — six  times  daily  from  Edmonton  to  Calgary 
and  Calgary  to  Edmonton.  Daily  service  from  Edmonton  to  Red  Deer 
and  Red  Deer  to  Edmonton. 

Sunburst  Bus  — daily  to  Winfield  and  daily  to  Hardisty  and  Mack- 
lin,  Saskatchewan. 

Taxi  Service  — 2 cabs. 

Daily  truck  services  — Edmonton  to  Calgary. 

2 Airfields  — private. 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Wetaskiwin  Times  — Weekly  Newspaper,  ABC  Circulation 
News  Advertiser  — weekly  advertising  sheet. 

27.  COMMUNICATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Post  Office 

Department  of  Transport  (monitoring  centre) 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - Camrose  CFCW 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal 
Imperial  Bank  of  Canada 
Treasury  Branch 
Credit  Union 


29. 

HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Rates 

Beer  License 

Driard 

58 

$2.25  and  up 

yes 

Wales 

32 

$1.50  and  up 

yes 

Wetaskiwin 

16 

$1.25  and  up 

yes 

30. 

TOURIST  CAMPS 

No.  of  Units  Grade 

Rates 

Greenan’s 

12 

4 star 

$4.50  up 

8 

1 star 

$4.50  up 

Wetaskiwin  Auto  Court 

12 

4 star 

$4.00  up 

Trailer  Courts:  Greenan’s  Motel,  Nelson’s  Trailer  Park, 
Moseson’s  Service  and  Trailer  Court 
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31.  CHURCHES 

Roman  Catholic 

Anglican 

United 

Salvation  Army 
Full  Gospel  Fellowship 
Church  of  God 
Nazarene 

Bethlehem  Lutheran 
Ebenezer  Baptist. 

Zion  Lutheran 
Mission  Church 
Calvary  Baptist 
Bethel  Lutheran  — ELC 


32.  LODGES 

Masonic 

Knights  of  Columbus 

Elks 

Moose 

IOOF 

IODE 

Eastern  Star 
Rebekahs 
Royal  Purple 
Women  of  the  Moose 


33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture 

Kiwanis 

Kinsmen 

Lions 

Royal  Canadian  Legion 

Women’s  Auxiliary  Royal  Canadian  Legion 

Women’s  Institute 

Kinnettes 

Lionesses 


34.  SOCIETIES 

Agricultural  Society 
Red  Cross  Society 
Handicraft  Guild 
Fish  and  Game  Association 
Art  Society 

District  Ministerial  Association 
Parent-Teacher  Association 
Alberta  Teachers  Association 
Historical  Society 
Rural  Fire  Protection  Association 

Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Barber  Shop  Quartet  Singing 
Sweet  Adelines 
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Wetaskiwin’s  High  School  Building  Completed  in  1957 


35.  EDUCATION 

Wetaskiwin  is  the  headquarters  for  three  school  districts  and  provides 
for  Grades  1 to  12  in  the  public  schools  and  grades  1 to  9 in  the 
separate  school  district.  The  following  optional  subjects  are  taught: 
Commercial,  Bookkeeping,  Farm  and  Home  Mechanics,  Woodwork, 
Home  Economics,  Arts  and  Crafts,  Music,  Drama  and  Metal  Work. 
The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Public 

Grade 

No.  of  Teachers  Nio.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1-6 

20 

584 

Junior  High 

7-9 

9 

226 

High  School 

10-12 

11 

255 

Separate 

Elementary 

1-6 

3 

100 

Junior  High 

7-9 

1 

24 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano  Club  Licence 

Audien  Theatre 

400 

no 

no  no 

Cinema  Theatre 

500 

no 

no  no 

Legion  Hall 

250 

yes 

yes  yes 

Elks  Hall 

300 

yes 

yes  no 

Moose  Hall 

200 

yes 

yes  no 

Armory 

950 

yes 

yes  no 

United  Church  Hall 

400 

yes 

yes  no 

Clear  Vista  School 

350 

yes 

yes  no 

Queen  Elizabeth  School  Aud.  600 

yes 

yes  no 

High  School  Auditorium 

350 

yes 

yes  no 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Wetaskiwin  Municipal  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  city,  a gov- 
ernment grant  under  the  Libraries  Act,  and  membership  fees.  The 
Library  is  open  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  from  2 to  5 p.m. 
There  are  5,550  volumes  in  the  Library  plus  newspapers. 

A public  recreation  program  is  operated  by  a duly  appointed  recrea- 
tion board  at  council  level  who  employ  a full  time  director,  assistant 
director  and  part-time  activity  leader  specialists  including  indoor 
and  outdoor  activities.  A recreation  centre  is  operated  the  year  around 
for  all  ages.  The  recreation  program  covers  playgrounds,  swimming 
pool,  all  major  sports,  youth  clubs,  adult  clubs,  crafts,  library,  pre- 
school programs,  senior  citizens  clubs.  Summer  resorts  are  a short 
drive  from  the  city. 

Other  Activities: 

Handicraft  Guild,  Art  Club,  Glee  Club,  Junior  Choirs,  Six  Piece 
Orchestra,  Wetaskiwin  Community  Band,  three  School  Bands,  Shop 
Classes,  Drama  at  School. 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys:  Boy  Scouts,  Wolf  Cubs,  Tyros  and  Sigma-C,  Air  Cadets,  Sea 
Cadets,  Junior  Golf  Club,  4-H  Clubs. 

Girls:  Girl  Guides,  Brownies,  A.Y.P.A.,  C.G.I.T.,  Explorers,  4-H  Clubs. 


Kinsmen  Swimming  Pool — One  of  the  Many  Recreational  Facilities  in  the  City 
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39.  SPORTS 

The  recreation  director  and  his  assistant  supervise  all  sports  in 
the  community.  Spores  include:  Baseball  (senior  and  junior),  Hockey 
(senior  and  junior),  Soft  Ball  (ladies  and  men’s),  Basketball,  Badmin- 
ton, Football,  Tennis,  Golf,  Swimming. 

Sports  Facilities:  Nine  hole  golf  course,  sand  greens,  covered  curling 
rink,  6 sheets  artificial  ice.  Exhibition  grounds  provide  for  regular 
playground,  equipment  for  children. 

Kiwanis  Playgrounds  3 

Baseball  diamonds  5 

Swimming  pool 

Children’s  wading  pools  3 

Good  fishing  and  hunting  for  birds  in  the  area. 

Skiing,  Toboggan  Slides,  complete  with  Tow  and  Night  Skiing. 

Picnic  Grounds,  City  Park,  Len’s  Parkland. 


40.  FAIRS 

Class  “B”  circuit. 


41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Peace  Cairn  Memorial  Park. 

Fort  Ethier,  built  in  1885  for  Riel  Rebellion, 
Monument  to  Father  Lacombe  and  Rev.  McDougall. 
Cenotaph  located  in  beautiful  city  park. 

Cairn  to  the  Blackfoot-Cree  Peace  Treaty. 

Western  Canadian  Pioneer  Museum. 


42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Northern  Alberta  Dairy  Pool  (creamery),  Central  Alberta  Livestock 
Shipping  Association;  Alberta  Pool  Elevator;  Alberta  Poultry  Produc- 
ers; Co-op  General  Store;  Co-op  Refinery;  Co-op  Machinery  Distribu- 
tors; Several  Telephone  Mutuals  and  Power  Co-ops;  Wetaskiwin 
Co-op  Seed  Cleaning  Plant;  Rural  Fire  Protection  Association;  Credit 
Union. 


A View  of  a Busy  Street  in  Wetaskiwin’s  Business  Section 
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43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Type  of  Busii 


or  Industry 


No.  of 

Establishments 


Producer  or 
Manufacturers 


Whole- 

sale 


Retail 


Accountants  (chartered)  1 

Accountants  (public)  3 

Airfields  2 

Auctioneers  2 

Auction  Markets  1 

Auto  Repairs  and  Accessories  1 
Auto  Bodies  and  Paint  Shops  3 

Aviation  Companies  1 

Bakeries  3 

Barbers  6 

Blacksmiths  2 

Beauty  Parlors  5 

Books  and  Stationery  1 

Brokerages  1 

Building  Contractors  6 

Building  Supplies  7 

Butchers  4 

Cabinets  and  Refrigeration  1 

Cartage  2 

Chiropractors  3 

Clothing  (men’s)  6 

Clothing  (women’s  and  children’s)  6 
Cold  Storage  Lockers  1 

Construction  1 

Coal  Distributors  1 

Creameries  1 

Dentists  2 

Department  Stores  3 

Doctors  4 

Drilling  Mud  1 

Drive-in  Milk  Bars  2 

Drug  Stores  4 

Dry  Cleaners  2 

Dry  Goods  4 

Egg  Grading  Stations  2 

Electrical  Appliances  4 

Electrical  Contractors  4 

Equipment  Rentals  1 

Finance  Companies  1 

Fruit  and  Confectionery  1 

Florists  2 

Floor  Surfacing  1 

Feed  Mills  2 

Furniture  Stores  2 

Funeral  Parlors  1 

Garages  and  Service  Stations  18 
Grain  Elevators  5 
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Total  capacity  546,000  bu. 
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CO  0 H H H CO 


Type  of  Business  or  Industry 

Greenhouses 
Groceries 
Hardware  Stores 
Harness  Makers 
Hatcheries 

Heavy  Equipment  Sales 
Hotels 

Implements  (farm) 
Importing 

Insurance  and  Real  Estate 
Jewelers 

Livestock  Buyers 

Laundry  (automatic) 

Laundry  Agencies 

Lawyers 

Lumber  Yards 

L.P.  Gas  Distributors 

Machine  Shops 

Mail  Order  Offices 

Milk  Distributors 

Monitoring  Stations 

Motels 

Museums 

Music  Supplies 

Needlecraft 

Painters  and  Decorators 

Optometrists 

Photographers 

Poultry  Processors 

Pool  Room 

Printers 

Radio  and  TV  Repairs 

Restaurants 

Security  Office 

Sash  and  Door  Factory 

Seed  Cleaning 

Sewing  Machine  Distributors 

Shoe  Repairs 

Shoe  Stores 

Sign  Writers 

Sporting  Goods 

Tinsmith 

Theatres 

Tombstone  Distributors 
Trailers  (mobile  homes) 
Travel  Agencies 
Variety  Stores 
Veterinary 
Vulcanizing 
Woodworking 
Welding 


Producer  or  Whole- 
Manufacturers  sale  Retail 

2 2 


1 1 
2 2 


1 1 
1 


3 

1 


1 

2 

1 1 
2 2 

2 2 
1 1 

1 

2 2 

1 1 


2 

4 

3 


No.  of 

Establishments 

2 

7 

5 

1 

2 

3 

3 

10 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

8 

1 

2 

1 

; 2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

4 

3 
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44.  SITES 


Sites  for  large  or  small  industries  along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
tracks  or  on  highways  are  available  with  all  utilities.  Home  sites  serv- 
ed with  sewer,  water,  electricity  and  gas  are  also  available  from  the 
city. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Industrial  Development  Committee  was  formed  to  assist  indus- 
tries in  locating  in  the  city. 

The  Carnation  Company  Limited  has  recently  taken  up  an  option  on 
14  acres  of  land  where  they  will  build  a new  condensery,  their  first 
plant  in  Western  Canada.  They  have  an  additional  13  acres  under 
long-term  option  for  further  expansioxi  of  their  operations  in  Wetas- 
kiwin.  The  new  plant  wJl  be  completed  in  1961.  Surveys  taken  in 
1960  showed  the  huge  potential  for  this  industry.  Many  district  farm- 
ers have  already  made  plans  to  take  advantage  of  the  steady  income 
to  be  derived  from  milk,  the  production  of  which  is  so  ideally  suited 
to  this  area,  the  Wisconsin  of  Western  Canada. 

The  Glendale  Mobile  Homes  started  in  1959  and  today  this  firm  has 
a staff  of  20  and  plans  are  all  ready  to  increase  floor  space  for  an- 
other 10,000  sq.  ft.  At  present  this  plant  is  completing  five  homes 
weekly  and  with  the  larger  space  hope  to  double  the  capacity. 

Alberta  Engineering  Limited  has  just  completed  a move  into  new 
modern  headquarters.  This  firm  is  a distributor  for  farm  machinery 
for  several  large  European  and  United  States  manufacturers.  When  it 
is  found  that  suitable  equipment  is  not  available  from  any  manufac- 
turer, Alberta  Engineering  manufactures  it.  During  the  last  five 
years  the  Alteen  bale  carrier  has  been  made  in  Wetaskiwin  and  today 
several  hundred  are  in  use  throughout  western  Canada.  This  machine 
was  developed  to  work  behind  all  combine  balers  to  eliminate  the 
time  consuming  job  of  picking  up  straw  bales.  The  bales  are  dumped 
in  piles  of  8 or  10  in  windrows,  making  it  easy  to  pick  up  in  a truck. 

Another  enterprise  in  the  area  was  started  by  Len  MacAhonic.  He 
purchased  farm  land  and  developed  it  into  a tourist  attraction  known 
as  Len’s  Parkland.  Life  size  models  of  prehistoric  reptiles  have  been 
constructed  and  these  have  been  erected  throughout  the  area.  The 
size  of  the  park  is  60  acres.  Picnic  tables,  barbecue  pits,  swings  and 
slides  are  found  throughout  the  area  as  well  as  a realistic  “Boot  Hill” 
cemetery  with  “graves”  of  notorious  western  desperados  such  as  the 
James  Brothers,  Calamity  Jane  and  others.  This  area  will  become  a 
tourist  attraction. 


The  second  largest  museum  in  western  Canada  is  located  in  Wetaski- 
win.  The  Western  Canadian  Pioneer  Museum  was  started  as  a hobby 
by  Mr.  S.  Reynolds.  He  has  collected  early  settler’s  farm  equipment 
and  furniture  which  he  is  placing  in  old  buildings  and  homes  which 
he  has  purchased.  He  has  also  purchased  early  model  cars,  fire  equip- 
ment, tractors  and  steam  engines  which  can  be  seen  by  tourists. 

The  area  which  forms  an  arc  to  the  east  and  southwest  from  Wetas- 
kiwin  is  still  a grain  growing  district  which  is  an  important  source  of 
farm  cash  income.  However,  about  one-third  of  total  farm  income 
is  obtained  through  the  sale  of  cattle  and  about  one-sixth  from  hogs. 

One  tenth  comes  from  dairying.  In  the  district  north  and  west  of  the 
city,  dependence  on  grain  receipts  is  reduced  by  one-half  or  to  20  per- 
cent, while  hogs  provide  about  one  quarter  of  total  farm  cash  income. 

Dairy  receipts  are  also  relatively  more  important  and  the  production 
of  legume  seeds  is  reflected  in  income  from  miscellaneous  sources. 

The  County  of  Wetaskiwin  extends  from  Bittern  Lake  on  the  east  to 
Alder  Flats  on  the  west,  a distance  of  75  miles.  The  organization  of 
agriculture  in  the  west  is  relatively  immature,  hence  the  following 
statistics  must  be  regarded  as  only  approximately  correct  in  respect 
to  the  area  adjacent  to  Wetaskiwin. 

In  1956  the  size  of  farms  in  the  municipal  district  average  314  acres. 
Seventy  percent  of  all  farms  were  operator  owned  and  21  percent 
partly  owned.  Fifty-six  percent  of  the  occupied  farm  land  was  im- 
proved, 13  acres  per  farm  were  seeded  to  wheat  and  84  acres  to  coarse 
grains.  The  area  in  tame  hay  was  almost  double  that  in  wheat.  Live- 
stock and  poultry  numbers  per  farm  were:  cattle  and  calves  24,  hogs 
20,  sheep  5,  horses  2 and  hens  and  chickens  126.  Fifty-six  percent  of 
the  farms  are  electrified  and  the  census  recorded  1.1  tractors  per 
farm. 


46.  TRADING  AREA 

On  the  north  — 11  miles. 

On  the  west  — 60  miles 
On  the  east  — 13  miles 
On  the  south  — 13  miles 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population  (1956  census)  — 22,674. 

City  population  (1956  census)  — 4,476 
City  population  at  August  1,  1980  — 5,100  est. 
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